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Benefits of becoming an 
Accredited Genealogist® 

through ICAPGen℠
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of clients 1



Increased trust of 
clients

● AG®

● A premier credential for 
over 50 years.



Increased trust of 
clients

● Proven research abilities
● Code of ethics
● Backing of ICAPGen for arbitration
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Marketing and 
Networking

● Advertised on the ICAPGen website
o Name
o Region of Accreditation
o Place of residence



Marketing and 
Networking

● A professional credential
● Recognized by most courts in estate 

and kinship matters.



Marketing and 
Networking

● Increased opportunities to present 
at conferences, seminars, and 
workshops



Marketing and 
Networking

● Merit a higher rate of pay by clients 
and employers 

● More expertise = more efficiency 
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Increased 
Research Skills

● ICAPGen study groups
● ICAPGen webinars
● Motivation



Increased 
Research Skills

● Proficiency & confidence to 
tackle any client project 



Benefits of 
Accreditation

Increased 
Trust of 
Clients

Marketability 
and 

Networking

Increased 
Research 

Skills



Overview of the 
Accreditation 

Process



Overview of 
Accreditation

The testing process is designed 
for real world client research.



For more 
information:

See ICAPGen.org.>>
“Become Accredited”

Guide to Applying for an 

Accredited Genealogist® Credential 

The ICAPGen SM service mark and the Accredited Genealogist ® and AG® registered 

marks are the sole property of the International Commission for the Accreditation of 

Professional Genealogists.

© August 2018 ICAPGen. Revised 22 February 2019. All rights reserved.



Testing Regions

Choose from over 
30 testing regions.



Testing Regions 
U.S.



Level 1

*Readiness 
Assessment

*4 Generation
Project

Level 2 

*Document      
Interpretation

*General  
Questions

Level 3 

*4-hour 
Project

*Oral   
Review

3 Levels of Testing



3 Levels of Testing

● Each level passed with at least 90%

● Each may be retaken if not passed

● Each level has a fee ($100)



Test information

● Test anywhere in the world. 

● Up to 3 years between each level.

● Renew every 5 years.



Level 1: Accreditation
Readiness

1 • 1,000 hours experience

• 500 of those in the 
region of interest

• 80 hours in each 
administrative division



Level 1: Four 
Generation Project

● This is a client-type project.

● You choose the family.

● 4 connecting generations, each 
with 1 life event in the region of 
interest.



● Others can read and edit your project.

● The average report is 25-40 pages.

● This can be on research you have 
already completed.

Level 1: Four 
Generation Project



● The project includes:
○ Report (written as if for a client)
○ Pedigree chart
○ Family group sheets
○ Key source documents
○ Research log

Level 1: Four 
Generation Project



● The report should include the following:
○ A clear strong objective
○ Evidence analysis
○ Source citations
○ Transcriptions or abstractions
○ Future recommendations

Level 1: Four 
Generation Project



Level 2 tests: 
1) Document 

Interpretation

2) General Questions

Each test is open note
and lasts two hours.
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Level 2: Document 
Interpretation

● Types of questions:
○ Identify documents
○ Where would you find it?
○ What information could it contain?
○ Transcribe/abstract/translate
○ Create a research plan based on 

the document



Level 2: General 
Questions

● Topics for questions:
○ History or geography of the region

○ Important record types

○ Research methodology

○ Online & offline sources 

○ Research planning questions

?



• Know their content, 
availability, and 
coverage

• These are major 
clues for your 
methodology

Level 2: Important 
Record Types

See: icapgen.org



Level 2: 
Methodology

• Methodology = best strategies
o which records to search first 
o how to use them

• Make quick reference sheets of 
your methodologies



Level 2: 
Methodology

Sample 
methodology 
sheet



Level 2: Example 
of Methodology

Important record types:  
know content, availability, 
and coverage 



How to prepare:

See Creating a 
Research Reference 
Guide on the 
ICAPGen

Channel.



Level 2: Research 
Reference Guide

Example using 
Evernote



Where Do I 
Find the 

Information?

• FamilySearch Wiki

• Family History Library (FHL) Catalog

• Major databases: FindMyPast, 
FamilySearch, & Ancestry 

• Cyndi’s List 

• Linkpendium

• Reference books, blogs, or articles



Level 3: 
1) 4-hour research 

project
2) Oral review

Both are open note.
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Level 3: 4-hour 
Research Project

● The project includes: 
o a report
o pedigree chart
o family group sheets 
o source documents
o research log



Level 3: 4-hour 
Research Project

● Opportunity to prove expertise.

● Produce high quality research in a 
limited amount of time.

● Recreates a real research experience.



Level 3: Oral 
Review

The Final Step - The Oral Review



An Investment
of Time

Reap multiple benefits



Start Now



Accreditation 
Readiness

Education
Research 

Experience 
Writing 

Experience



Education1



Education

ICAPGen.org
“Preparation Resources”

ICAPGen.org



Education ICAPGen Videos

Watch ICAPGen videos



Education

Watch other videos & webinars:
• Methodology
• History & Geography
• Record types
• Accreditation region

Webinars



Education

Take genealogy courses

Courses 



Education

Attend conferences 
& institutes

Conferences



Education

Read 
genealogy 

books

Books



Education

Study 
professionally 
written articles

Articles



Education

Informational 
genealogical articles

Articles



Feedback

Join a study group

Study Groups



Social Media

Facebook—Blogs—Instagram

ICAPGen Accreditation Mentoring Group 
on Facebook



Research 
Experience2



Research 
Experience

Study the ICAPGen
“Regional Resources” 

document

Record Types



Research 
Experience

• Know how to find each record type.
• Know the date ranges for each record 

type.
• Know the information found in each 

record type.
• Know why the record was created.

Record Types



Research 
Experience

Plan each research project

Research Planning



Research 
Experience

Keep a research log

Research Log



Research 
Experience

Study the FamilySearch Wiki 
links to:

State - Province - Country 

FamilySearch Wiki



Research 
Experience

Access repository catalogs

Obtaining Records



Research 
Experience

Practice ordering records

Obtaining Records



Research 
Experience

Learn to order lookups

Obtaining Records



Research 
Experience

Practice 
courthouse 
research

Obtaining Records



Research 
Experience

Practice reading, 
transcribing and 
abstracting

Old Documents



Research 
Experience

Learn 
terminology 
and wording

Old Documents



Writing 
Experience3



Writing 
Experience

Analyze and write about: 
1. Sources
2. Information
3. Evidence

Analysis & Correlation



Writing 
Experience

Practice finding 
important clues

Document Interpretation



Writing 
Experience

Practice writing citations

Citations

Amy Harris, “Documentation and Source Citation.” Becoming an 
Excellent Genealogist: Essays on Professional Research Skills. 
Kory L. Meyerink, Tristan L. Tolman, Linda K. Gulbrandsen ed. 
(The International Commission for the Accreditation of 
Professional Genealogists, 2012), 175.



Writing 
Experience

Family history narrative
vs. 

Research report

Proof Writing



Writing 
Experience

Practice writing 
proofs

Proof Writing



Writing 
Experience

Organize proofs 
before writing

Proof Writing



Proofs for David Jones

When and where was David Jones born?

(No birth record found)

Census records

Age on marriage record

Grave marker

1940 Death record of son William (place)

Who were David Jones’ parents?

Census Records

1885 Deed

1907 Probate

When, where and to whom did David Jones marry?

1863 Marriage register

Census records

1892 Deed

1907 Probate

1940 Death record of son William (both parents)



Writing 
Experience

Practice writing 
research reports

Research Reports



Conclusion

ICAPGen.org > 
BecomeAccredited> 
Accreditation 
Readiness Assessment



Start now to reap 
the many benefits 
of Accreditation!



Remember to give feedback!

1. Go to session PH6548 in 
the RootsTech Mobile 
App

2. Tap the “Clipboard” icon

3. Rate the presentation

Feedback



Questions?
For more questions come to the 

Un-con Speaker Tables today from 
12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

(to the right of the Discovery Zone)

Visit the ICAPGen booth #1209


